
Curriculum Map  Subject Geography 

  Year 9 

Aligned to the Geography Learning Journey – Year 9: Climate Change, Terrifying Tectonics, Extreme Weather, Globalisation, Conflict. 

Unit Summary Skills Assessment British Values and SMSC Career links Cross-curricular links 

Climate Change 
  [Case Studies: 
Kiribati, Bangladesh, 
UK] 

Students examine the causes 
of climate change (natural and 
human) and the evidence for 
it, before comparing its 
impacts and responses across 
three contrasting places: 
Kiribati (sea level rise and 
relocation), Bangladesh 
(flooding and cyclone 
vulnerability) and the UK 
(changing weather patterns). 

• Interpreting climate 
data and graphs 

• Analysing evidence 
sources (ice cores, 
tree rings) 

• Comparing places at 
different levels of 
development 

• Evaluating 
mitigation vs 
adaptation 
strategies 

End of topic assessment 
built around GCSE past 
paper questions or GCSE-
style questions. Skills, 
understanding and 
evaluation assessed. 

Rule of law through 
international agreements 
(e.g. the Paris Agreement); 
individual responsibility for 
carbon footprint; empathy 
for climate-vulnerable 
nations. 

• Climate scientist 
• Environmental 

policy advisor 

• NGO worker 

• Science: the 
greenhouse effect 

• Citizenship: global 
responsibility 

• Maths: analysing data 
trends 

Terrifying Tectonics 
  [Case Studies: Haiti 
Earthquake 2010, 
2004 Boxing Day 
Tsunami, recent 
tectonic event] 

Students study plate tectonics 
theory and the causes of 
earthquakes, volcanoes and 
tsunamis. The 2010 Haiti 
earthquake and 2004 Indian 
Ocean tsunami are used to 
compare primary and 
secondary effects and 
responses, alongside a recent 
tectonic event to show how 
preparedness and response 
continue to evolve. 

• Reading tectonic 
plate boundary 
maps 

• Comparing primary 
and secondary 
effects 

• Evaluating short- 
and long-term 
responses 

• Comparing hazards 
across different 
levels of 
development 

End of topic assessment 
built around GCSE past 
paper questions or GCSE-
style questions. Skills, 
understanding and 
evaluation assessed. 

Rule of law in relation to 
building regulations and 
planning; international aid 
and cooperation; 
community resilience and 
support. 

• Seismologist 

• Volcanologist 
• Disaster relief 

coordinator 

• Science: plate 
tectonics 

• Maths: magnitude and 
probability scales 

• History: international 
aid responses 

Extreme Weather 
  [Case Studies: 
Hurricane Katrina 
2005, most recent 
hurricane season] 

Students investigate the 
formation and structure of 
tropical storms, and compare 
the impacts of, and responses 
to, Hurricane Katrina (2005) 
with a storm from the most 
recent hurricane season to 
evaluate whether 

• Interpreting satellite 
images 

• Comparing impact 
and response data 
over time 

• Evaluating 
preparedness 
strategies 

End of topic assessment 
built around GCSE past 
paper questions or GCSE-
style questions. Skills, 
understanding and 
evaluation assessed. 

Individual responsibility 
during evacuation and 
emergency warnings; rule of 
law and international 
cooperation in disaster 
response and aid. 

• Meteorologist 

• Emergency 
planner 

• Journalist 

• Science: weather 
systems 

• Maths: comparing data 
over time 

• PSHE: personal safety 
planning 



Unit Summary Skills Assessment British Values and SMSC Career links Cross-curricular links 

preparedness and response 
have improved over time. 

• Constructing causal 
chains 

Globalisation 
  [Case Studies: Nike, 
Apple, Shein] 

Students explore the causes 
and impacts of globalisation 
and the role of transnational 
corporations (TNCs), examining 
the supply chains, labour 
practices and environmental 
impacts of Nike, Apple and 
Shein. 

• Analysing global 
supply chain 
diagrams 

• Evaluating ethical 
arguments 

• Comparing TNC case 
studies 

• Extended writing to 
evaluate impacts 

End of topic assessment 
built around GCSE past 
paper questions or GCSE-
style questions. Skills, 
understanding and 
evaluation assessed. 

Individual liberty as 
consumers; rule of law in 
relation to labour rights and 
working conditions; ethical 
decision-making. 

• Supply chain 
manager 

• Ethical trade 
officer 

• Business 
journalist 

• Business Studies: TNCs 
and global trade 

• Citizenship: consumer 
rights and ethics 

• RE: ethical 
consumption 

Conflict 
  [Case Studies: India–
Pakistan, Egypt–
Ethiopia, Middle East, 
Nigeria, UK 
environmental 
conflict] 

Students examine the causes 
of conflict at different scales, 
including territorial disputes 
(India–Pakistan), resource-
based conflict (Egypt–Ethiopia 
over the Nile), conflict in the 
Middle East and Nigeria, and a 
local environmental conflict in 
the UK, to understand how 
geography can contribute to 
and help resolve conflict. 

• Analysing conflicting 
viewpoints 

• Evaluating causes 
and consequences 

• Extended writing 
and debate skills 

• Comparing conflicts 
at different scales 

End of topic assessment 
built around GCSE past 
paper questions or GCSE-
style questions. Skills, 
understanding and 
evaluation assessed. 

Rule of law and 
international law; mutual 
respect and tolerance for 
different perspectives; 
peaceful resolution of 
conflict. 

• Diplomat 

• Journalist 

• Conflict 
resolution 
specialist 

• Geopolitical 
analyst 

• History: territorial 
disputes 

• Citizenship: conflict 
resolution and human 
rights 

• RE: religious 
dimensions of conflict 

 


