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Unit Summary Skills Assessment 
British Values and 

SMSC 
Career links Cross-curricular links 

Passport to 
Geography 
Case Study: Locating the 
UK and the wider world 

An introduction to the subject of 
geography. Students learn what 
geography is, the difference 
between human and physical 
geography, and begin to build a 
mental map of the world's 
continents, oceans and countries. 

• Atlas skills and using an 
index 
• Locating continents, 
oceans and countries 
• Four and six-figure grid 
references 
• Compass points and 
scale 

Baseline skills assessment: 
'My Passport to Geography' 
— locating and labelling key 
countries, continents and 
oceans on a world map. 

• Mutual respect: 
appreciating the diversity of 
countries, cultures and ways 
of life across the globe 
• Individual liberty: 
understanding our place as 
global citizens 

• Cartographer 
• GIS technician 
• Travel and tourism 
• Diplomat 

• Maths: scale and coordinates 
• Art: map design 
• History: locational knowledge 

Population 
Explosion 
Case Study: China and 
Japan 

Students study global population 
growth, distribution and density, 
and explore the push and pull 
factors that cause people to 
migrate. The unit compares 
countries with contrasting 
population policies and 
pressures. 

• Population pyramid 
construction and 
interpretation 
• Choropleth and dot 
distribution maps 
• Graph reading and data 
analysis 

End of topic test with 
extended answer about 
population management.  
Students to evaluate the 
success of the OCP. 

• Tolerance: understanding 
the causes and experiences 
of migration 
• Individual liberty: freedom 
of movement and human 
rights 
• Rule of law: government 
population policy 

• Demographer 
• Statistician 
• Immigration officer 
• Policy advisor 

• Maths: statistics and graphs 
• Citizenship: migration and 
policy 
• History: historical population 
change 

Hot Deserts 
Case Study: The Sahara 
Desert 

Students explore the physical 
and human characteristics of hot 
desert biomes, how plants, 
animals and people have adapted 
to survive there, and the causes, 
impacts and management of 
desertification. 

• Climate graph 
construction and 
interpretation 
• Annotating diagrams of 
plant and animal 
adaptations 
• Cause and effect 
analysis 

Weird and wonderful 
project: designing a 
superspecies to survive in 
hot desert.  Homework and 
presentation in class. 

End of topic test 

• Rule of law: sustainable 
management of shared 
natural resources 
• Mutual respect: 
understanding nomadic and 
indigenous ways of life 

• Conservationist 
• Agricultural engineer 
• NGO / aid worker 

• Science: plant and animal 
adaptation 
• Maths: interpreting climate data 

Extreme Weather 
Case Study: Tropical 
storms and UK weather 
hazards 

Students learn about different 
types of extreme weather, 
including tropical storms, 
drought and heatwaves, 
examining their causes, primary 
and secondary impacts, and how 
governments and communities 
respond. 

• Reading synoptic charts 
• Categorising primary 
and secondary impacts 
• Case study analysis and 
comparison 

End of topic assessment.  
Skills based questions to 
include map and graph 
analysis. 

GCSE style questions on 
high and low pressure 
systems 

• Individual liberty and 
responsibility: preparing for 
and responding to hazards 
• Mutual respect: community 
and international responses 
to disaster 

• Meteorologist 
• Emergency planner 
• Insurance risk 
assessor 

• Science: weather and climate 
• Maths: interpreting data 



Unit Summary Skills Assessment 
British Values and 

SMSC 
Career links Cross-curricular links 

Raging Rivers 
Case Study: A UK river 
(e.g. Adur, Shoreham and 
Boscastle 2004) 

Students study the water cycle 
and the processes of erosion, 
transportation and deposition 
that shape river landforms. The 
unit examines the causes of 
flooding and evaluates hard and 
soft engineering management 
strategies. 

• Labelling river landform 
diagrams and cross-
sections 
• Field sketching 
• Interpreting hydrographs 

DME: skills based 
assessment deciding upon a 
river management strategy to 
defend a river and justifying 
this using source data 

• Rule of law: flood defence 
planning and government 
responsibility 
• Mutual respect: shared 
community responsibility for 
flood-risk areas 

• Hydrologist 
• Civil engineer 
• Environment Agency 
officer 

• Science: the water cycle 
• Maths: data and graphs 
• History: settlement on rivers 

 


